2	THE PALMS OF BRITISH INDIA  AND CEYLON
base to the common woody petiole, the lowest pinnae usually
transformed into spines; no midrib, but a slender nerve on
either side of the fold; nerves longitudinal, parallel, stout and
slender, the slender nerves often obscure; transverse veinlets
present, but usually only visible under the microscope in thin
sections, cut parallel with the surface of the leaf. In the majority
of species the leaflets in the lower portion of the petiole stand
in fascicles of 4 or 6, 2 or 3 on each side of the petiole, while
the upper leaflets are usually alternate or opposite; common
petiole semiterete or flat, often widening at the base into a
sheath, which frequently expands into a mass of tough, reticulate
fibres. Flowers dioecious, small, yellowish, coriaceous, sessile
on the bends of long, glabrous, undulating spikelets, usually
supported by 1 or 2 minute, subulate, or triangular bracts,
the female flowers often approximate in pairs. The spikelets
are inserted in horizontal or oblique lines on both sides of a
flat, woody peduncle, Male flowers: Sepals 3, connate in a
cupular 3-toothed calyx. Petals 3, obliquely ovate, valvate.
Stamens 6; filaments short, subulate; anthers erect, dorsifixed;
pistillode minute or absent. Female flowers: Sepals 3, connate
in a globose, accrescent calyx. Petals 3, rounded, imbricate;
staminodes 6, free or connate in a 6-toothed cup. Carpels ft,
free; ovules erect; stigmas sessile, hooked. Peduncle often
lengthening after flowering. , Fruit a single,' oblong, 1-seeded
berry, with a terminal stigma, a fleshy pericarp, and a
membranous endocarp; seed oblong, ventrally grooved; albumen
uniform or subruminate; embryo small.
Species about 12.—Africa, Asia.
Sir Joseph Hooker calls his attempt at diagnosing the Indian
species of Phcenix tentative and says that it awaits much further
knowledge of the living plants before it can be accepted as
trustworthy. The same applies to the African species whose
classification and distribution is still subject to discussion in
spite of the investigations of Schweinfurth, Beccari, Engler, and
Drude.1
1 Those  who wish to get an insight into the difficulties gt the  Phardx-qiwstiou aw
referred to the following tvuthors:—
Martins, Historia Naturalis Palmarani, vol. HI.
Jaajtiin, Fragment* botaniea 11309, p. *27.

